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Andy Varipapa 

 

Three Decades of Serving the U.S. 
Military 

 
From the 1930’s through the 1980’s Andy Varipapa traveled extensively throughout 
the U.S. and the world, competing in tournaments, performing trick shot 
exhibitions, and training thousands of new bowlers. 
 
While we all heard the stories of Andy's many travels over the years what I didn't 
know until I inherited the very comprehensive scrapbook that Andy's daughter and 
my aunt, Lorraine Ruffolo, compiled over the years was how much time and travel 
he dedicated to entertaining and training the members of the U.S. military over a 
25-year period from 1940 to 1965. 
 
From signing on as a representative of the U.S. Treasury to sell war bonds, to 
training soldiers and sailors during World War II, to an exhibition tour of the 
European command in 1951 and visiting five U.S. military bases in Germany in 
1965, I am very proud of the time that my grandfather dedicated to entertaining and 
training members of the U.S. military during his time in the public limelight. 
 
The tremendous amount of pride that I have in my grandfather’s dedication to the 
U.S. military has led to my desire to carry on the family tradition by becoming a 
strong supporter of BVL and the great work they do for our wounded and retired 
veterans. 
 
 
Andy Varipapa II 
 

 

 



 

Articles 
 

 

Page 
 

4,5 Andy Signs on to Sell War Bonds 

6 Andy Teaches Army, Navy, then outrolls Joe Norris 

7 Varipapa Performs for Soldiers at Fort Wayne in Cincinnati 

8 Visiting U. S. Military Bases with Joe Norris 

9 Top U.S. Bowlers Varipapa, Norris, Tour European Command 

10 Andy Entertained the U.S. Military at five of their bases in Germany 

11 President Truman Calls Andy Varipapa to the White House 

12 President Nixon Appoints Andy Varipapa to the President’s Council 
on Physical Fitness and Sports 

13 President Carter Inducts Andy Varipapa into the Italian-American 
Sports Hall of Fame 

  
 

 



 

 

Andy Signs On To Sell War Bonds  
– Detroit News, February 21, 1943 

       

  See next page for full article…. 
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Highlights 
 

• Andy signed on as a 
representative of the U.S. 
Treasury to help stimulate 
sales of War Bonds & 
Stamps 

 

• Teamed with bowling 
proprietors to require War 
Stamps as part of admission 
charge for exhibitions 

 

• Andy’s autograph came 
with the purchase of a War 
Stamp book 

 

• During this Detroit visit 
gave exhibitions at Fort 
Wayne, Fort Custer, and the 
USO Club 



 

 

Andy worked in the Brooklyn Navy Yard during World War I, finishing up as a first class machinist 
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Teaching bowling fundamentals to soldiers at Fort 
Wayne in Cincinnati 
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Visiting military bases with Joe Norris* 
*Although this historical article states that Andy and Joe Norris toured Europe during World War II, it could not be independently 

verified. This photo was most likely taken at a U.S military base 
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Highlights 
 

• Touring bases in the 
European Command 
(EUCOM) during the 
Cold War in the 1950’s 

 

• Joining Andy on the tour 
were bowling champ Joe 
Norris and world billiard 
champion Willie Mosconi 



During a multi-country European Tour sponsored 
by AMF in 1965, Andy entertained the U.S. Military 

at five of their bases in Germany 
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Andy was well-known by many U.S. Presidents….   11 
 

   
     

 

• In December 1947, 
Andy was invited to 
the White House by 
President Truman 
to demonstrate his 
legendary trick 
shots, as well as 
receive 
congratulations on 
being crowned 
National Bowling 
Champion for the 
second consecutive 
year 

Source: Nassau Daily Review Star, 
Dec. 30, 1947 

 



On September 25, 1970, Andy was appointed by 
President Richard Nixon to the President’s Council 

on Physical Fitness & Sports 
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On November 1, 1980, President Jimmy Carter 
inducted Andy into the Italian-American Sports 

Hall of Fame 
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Andy Varipapa…Bowling’s First Superstar 
 

 
 

www.andyvaripapa.com 


